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Dear Friends,

Firstly, weõd like to say how lovely it was that so many of you were able to visit us at Churchtown Farm this summer; 
especially Mr. Anderson who literally paid us a ÿying visit from Swansea after passing his pilotõs licence and sent us 
this aerial photo, taken from his plane, of St. Martinõs in the sunshine.

Another busy Scillonian summer has now drawn to a 
close, the last visitors have left us and our ferry has 
sailed back to Penzance for the last time until next 
Easter. At last St. Martinõs has returned to being the 
quiet community of 100 islanders; guest houses and 
tourism businesses have gone into hibernation and the 
boats have all been pulled up to shelter from the winter 
storms ð except for Keith who keeps his þshing boat 
ready to take advantage of the occasional þne day!

Whilst the rest of St. Martinõs is winding down, 
everyone at Churchtown Farm is getting ready for 
the arrival of our Scented Narcissi and our busiest 
time of year. Fortunately for us some locals with 
summer businesses are now able to come and help at 
Churchtown Farm during this hectic period and we are 
always very grateful for their help.

November brings the þrst of the community events ð the island bonþre party. Everyone helps to build an enormous 
bonþre (this year we even burnt an old wooden boat that saw service at Dunkirk!) and make mountains of food to be 
washed down with cauldrons of steaming hot chocolate. Once everyone has had their þll, itõs time for the þreworks, 
let off by our local þre brigade.

In December, the community spirit really gets going on St. Martinõs; 
þrstly with the Christmas tree party, where Rosie, Piran and all the 
other island children have a party organised by Heather (our now 
retired school mistress) and of course Father Christmas! Closer 
to Christmas, both the island church and chapel have their carol 
services ð being a supportive community, the whole island will 
attend both. In fact, the church in question is the very one that 
puts the ôchurchõ into Churchtown, due to the fact that it sits in the 
middle of our farm!

The most special time is Christmas Eve, when almost half of the 
island will meet to go carol singing ð right around the island. What 
with everyone stopping for mulled wine and mince pies at each 
house to wish the owner a Merry Christmas, the carol singers often 
donõt þnish until the early hours of Christmas Day! Keith takes a break from managing the Farm!




