PRESS RELEASE AND PHOTO
FARMING FAMILY OF THE YEAR FINALISTS

A young couple who run one of the most successful businesses on the
Isles of Scilly have been invited up to the House of Commons as
finalists in the Farming Family of the Year category of this year’s Food
and Farming Industry Awards.

Zoe and Ben Julian live on the island of St Martin’s with their two children
Piran, 3, and Rosie, 5. Together they run a thriving postal flower service from
their home at Churchtown Farm — dispatching about 75,000 unique boxes of
scented narcissi and summer pinks each year nationwide.

Ben’s parents, Andrew and Hilary Julian, started the business in 1993 and,
although they now live on St Mary’'s — a ten minute boat ride away — they also
continue to play an active part in a family company that has overcome the
challenge of being located in a remote island community.

Andrew was a police inspector in London when, in 1986, he and Hilary, a
former school teacher, made the life-changing decision to move to St Martin’s
and start afresh. Ben and his sister were 12 and 16 at the time but, whilst
moving to an island of little more than 100 residents undoubtedly presented
challenges, the whole family took to their new life. After a year spent learning
the flower farming business alongside a local farmer, the Julians invested all
their savings and bought Churchtown Farm.

To begin with, all did not go well. A series of unprecedented harsh winters left
their crops destroyed and the family almost penniless. Originally they had
intended selling to the wholesale market but, in the face of recession and
increasing competition from abroad, the business was running at a loss.

‘Within two years we had used up all our savings but we were determined not
to be beaten,’” said Andrew. ‘I had spent much of my childhood holidaying at
St Martin’s and we had our honeymoon here so we had tremendous local
support.’

By converting the farm cottage and stables into holiday flats and reinventing
their venture as a postal delivery service — appropriately naming it Scent from
the Islands — their business turned a corner. Sales progressively increased
and, to keep up with demand, the Julians started buying in flowers from other
Isles of Scilly farmers. They also added to their workforce.

‘We employ about 20 people and are one of the largest year round employers
on Scilly,” said Zoe Julian who, like her mother-in-law Hilary, is a former
school teacher who lived on the mainland until she met and married Ben. ‘I
think a major part of our success lies in very high standards of crop quality
and the service we provide.’



Unlike the majority of Isles of Scilly enterprises, Churchtown Farm is at its
busiest during the winter months. Largely mild and frost-free, winter is an
ideal time to produce high quality early narcissi — bringing a much-needed
touch of Spring into people’s homes on mainland Britain from October
onwards.

Now in its fifth year, a Farm Business Award has become one of the highest
accolades in British farming. The Farming Family of the Year category has

been sponsored by Mole Valley Farmers, the UK'’s largest rural retailer. The
award ceremony at the House of Commons will take place on 16 November.

‘I'm delighted we've been selected for the finals,” said Ben Julian. ‘I'm very
proud to be carrying on the business that my parents set up and to be making
a significant contribution to the Isles of Scilly economy.’

For further information about Churchtown Farm, visit www.scillyflowers.co.uk
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