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JULIANS WIN FARMING FAMILY OF THE YEAR AWARD

Britain’s Farming Family of the Year is the Julian family of Churchtown Farm,
St Martins on the Isles of Scilly who have established one of the country’s
leading fresh flower businesses.

Zoe and Ben Julian, who live on St Martin’s with their children, Rosie ,5, and
Piran, 3, collected their award, presented by Lord Taylor of Holbeach on
behalf of Farm business and Farm Life magazines, at a prestigious ceremony
of leading food and farming figures at the House of Commons last week.

Zoe said: “We are really delighted to win such a prestigious industry

award. It's great to be recognized for the work you do especially when you are
geographically isolated as we are and to be invited to the House of Commons
for the awards ceremony was the icing on the cake.”

Churchtown Farm, now run by two generations of the family, was established
in 1993, after Andrew Julian and his wife Hilary moved their family to the
island in search of a perfect country idyll. Although still very much ‘hands-on’,
Andrew and Hilary now live a ten-minute boat ride away on the bigger island
of St Mary’s.

From difficult beginnings they nurtured the business until it blossomed into a
thriving concern, the biggest seller being the early flowering scented narcissi.
Over the year more than 75,000 presentation boxes of Churchtown flowers
are posted to destinations across the country.

“What so impressed the judges about the Julian family was how they have
built up such a thriving and important business over such a short time,” says
Farm Business editor Cedric Porter.

“As well involving members of the family, the business also employs 20
people which is very significant in a community the size of St Martin’s. The
company has also successfully highlighted that its flowers are very
environmentally sound being grown in a climate that allows them to flourish
outside and not having to be flown thousands of miles to shops.

“Family farms are the backbone of British farming and families such as the
Julians who can identify a market, supply it well and focus on marketing have
a very strong future ahead of them.”

Andrew was a police inspector in London when, in 1986, he and Hilary, a
former school teacher, made the life-changing decision to move to St Martin’s
and start afresh. Ben and his sister were 12 and 16 at the time but, whilst
moving to an island of little more than 100 residents undoubtedly presented
challenges, the whole family took to their new life. After a year spent learning



the flower farming business alongside a local farmer, the Julians invested all
their savings and bought Churchtown Farm.

To begin with, all did not go well. A series of unprecedented harsh winters left
their crops destroyed and the family almost penniless. Originally they had
intended selling to the wholesale market but, in the face of recession and
increasing competition from abroad, the business was running at a loss.

‘Within two years we had used up all our savings but we were determined not
to be beaten,” said Andrew. ‘I had spent much of my childhood holidaying at
St Martin’s and we had our honeymoon here so we had tremendous local
support.’

By converting the farm cottage and stables into holiday flats and reinventing
their venture as a postal delivery service — appropriately naming it Scent from
the Islands — their business turned a corner. Sales progressively increased
and, to keep up with demand, the Julians started buying in flowers from other
Isles of Scilly farmers. They also added to their workforce.

‘We employ about 20 people and are one of the largest year round employers
on Scilly,” said Zoe Julian who, like her mother-in-law Hilary, is a former
school teacher who lived on the mainland until she met and married Ben. ‘I
think a major part of our success lies in very high standards of crop quality
and the service we provide.’

Unlike the majority of Isles of Scilly enterprises, Churchtown Farm is at its
busiest during the winter months. Largely mild and frost-free, winter is an
ideal time to produce high quality early narcissi — bringing a much-needed
touch of spring into people’s homes on mainland Britain from October
onwards.

Now in its fifth year, a Farm Business Award has become one of the highest
accolades in British farming. The Farming Family of the Year category has
been sponsored by Mole Valley Farmers, the UK'’s largest rural retailer. The
award ceremony took place at the House of Commons on 16 November.

‘For further information about Churchtown Farm, visit www.scillyflowers.co.uk
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Photo: L to R: Ben and Zoe Julian with Lord Taylor of Holbeach, the
Opposition spokesman on agriculture in the House of Lords.
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